
     

May Update 

A lot of water has gone under the bridge or perhaps I should say a lot of rain has fallen since our last Smokebox in 

February.  Hopefully my life has returned to some sort of normality however I am still spending quite a lot of time down 

in Hampshire sorting things out.  With all the rain we have had I doubt that you like me have had much opportunity to 

run trains in the garden, let’s hope the weather improves soon so we can get steaming?  

National Garden Railway Show 

   We put on a very good display at the National Garden Railway Show, we have had some very positive feedback from a 

number of visitors who saw Ridgmont in action at the show.  Everything went according to plan without any obvious 

problems, I guess it’s a bit like ducks on the pond, all sweetness and light on the surface but paddling like mad under the 

water.  Many thanks to everybody who helped out with the loading, unloading, building and running of the railway. 

 

2012 Meeting Dates 

The following are the club meeting dates for 2012: 

 

  6th May   3rd June   1st July 
  2nd September  7th October  4th November 

 

Saturday 1st December - the Hall has been booked for our Steam in Beds Show; no final decision has been made on 

whether or not we go ahead with the show this year.  It largely depends on whether I get any offers of help with the 

organisation.  Following Brian’s appeal in Smokebox I have received just one offer of help.  

 

 Pitstone  

After a number of improvements over the winter months to Wags Wharf, the Pitstone Museum re-opened on Easter 

Monday, it would be fair to say it was a bit of a washout, I don’t think it stopped raining all day.  Easter Monday is usually 

the busiest day of the year, needless to say visitor numbers were well down.  I think the people I felt most sorry for were 

the MG Drivers Club who had probably spent all weekend polishing their pride and joy only to have to drive across a 

muddy field when they arrived at the Museum to show off their cars. 

 

We are still short of Operators on Wags Wharf, if you fancy helping us run Wags Wharf I can promise you a fun day and 

you get to go around the Museum for free.  If you are interested we will be there this Monday so come along and say 

hello. Please help yourself to a Museum Leaflet from the front table.  

  

 

Future Exhibitions 

 

Unfortunately I don’t have any details on up and coming shows or exhibitions, if you’re looking for something to do on a 

wet afternoon it’s  worth checking the Model Shops Web Site, www.ukmodelshops.co.uk  which lists all up and coming 

events for the next 12 months. 

 
.............................................. o....................................................    

http://www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/


Garden Meeting 
 
 I did email every one with details of a Garden Meeting organised by Steve Baldock in Rushden Northants on the 25th 

April, I was not able to attend but I do hope that the BEDs group managed to support this meeting. 

 
I am also trying to arrange dates for a visit to John Rogers garden line, you may recall his line was featured in February’s 

SMT.  As soon as I have some dates I will let you know.    
 

 

I have received the following details from Martin Shrubsole. 

 

 

Chris Pretty 
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Come and Run a Railway—you know you think it’s easy 

Ever stood waiting for a train, and thought how good you would be at making the trains run on time? Can you 

spare an afternoon over the May-Day or August Bank Holidays? Can you get to Wing in Buckinghamshire? Then 

Somesay Island Railway, and “Trains for Marie Curie Cancer Care”, can give you your chance to see how you 

measure up. 

Your next chances to run Somesay Island Railway are on: 

Sat 5th, Sun 6th and Mon 7th May 
and 

Sat 25th, Sun 26th and Mon 27th August 

14:00 to 19:30 each day 

We won’t provide you with a full-size railway, or even one you can ride on, but we will give you the chance to join 

in, with up to 30 others, in running a complex model railway, in a garden, using simplified versions of all the 

normal railway operating disciplines, (shunting, signalling, working to timetables etc.) under the eye of a “not so 

thin as he was” Controller. It’s a “hands-on” experience, suitable for all ages (from biddable seven year olds 

upwards), with only one absolute rule, namely, “anyone causing collisions gets sent home”. Otherwise, the only 

“risk” element is the possibility you might find it addictive. 

Why do we do this? We are keen to support the work of the charity Marie Curie Cancer Care, and we are not into 

running marathons. However, over 12 years of operations, we have found that several hundred visitors have 

enjoyed themselves sufficiently “working on the railroad” that we have been able to forward contributions 

totalling over £32,000 to help the work of Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

If you would like to join in with ‘Trains for Marie Curie 2012’, please telephone (01296-688913) or e-mail 

(welaws@aol.com) to say which day you would like to come, how many of you there will be, whether you need 

directions (or picking up at Leighton Buzzard railway station), together with a phone number so that, if, 

exceptionally, the weather is too poor to operate, we can contact you.  We look forward to welcoming all our friends, 

old and new. 

Martin & Liz Shrubsole 
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